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Dr. Vincent Harding
Reminds Birmingham of
Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s Full Vision

This spring marks the 40th anniver-
sary of the Birmingham Campaign, a
major chapter in the Civil Rights Move-
ment in the United Sates. As a fitting
opening to this year’s commemorations,
Dr. Vincent Harding was invited to be
the keynote speaker at the Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., Unity Breakfast in
January, 2003. Dr. Harding wasthe
first director of the King Center in At-
lanta and was the major historical au-
thority for the acclaimed film series,
Eyes on the Prize. He knew Dr. King
personally and was in Birminghamin
1963 with him. Selections from his
speech follow below:

“Good morning, friends. | first came
to Birmingham—it's seems very strange
to me now—forty years ago this spring.
And having come that long ago the first
time, and having been in the midst of the
struggle for transformation, and having
seen and heard and felt the cost of the
transformation, | am deeply impressed
with what is here now and what | imag-
ineisin your hearts for what needs yet to
come.

“You have to keep working at this.
It's crucia work that you are doing. Not
simply for the image of the Birmingham,
not simply for nostalgic-colored reasons,
but because we need to recognize the
significance of what a great Jewish rabbi
said just ten days before Martin King
was nated. Rabbi Abraham J.
Heschel in speaking to a group of his co-
religionists and introducing Dr. King to
them, spoke these words, which | think
are the words that must hold usto keep
our hands on the plow in this work we
aredoing. Rabbi Heschel said, ‘Martin
Luther King, Jr., isavoice, avision
and away. ... Thewhole future of
Americawill depend on the impact
and the influence of Dr. King.’

“And so | am simply coming to en-
courage you to try to hear his full voice
as clearly aswe can, to see dl of hisvi-
sion, to really understand hisway. We
need to open up to the fullness of the
Dream before we can really put it into
practice. That isthefirst great challenge
for us here in Birmingham., aswell as
the challenge for America. Who was
this man, and what did he really dream

and believe, and how much of it have we
comprehended?

“As| have seen it over the years
since the holiday began, we have tended
to forget some absolutely crucial aspects
of King's message and King's meaning.
| think that every King day can offer an
opportunity to us, not just to repeat the
same old words, not just to have the
same race relations dream, not just do
the same march on Washington Dream
box—all of those are very important.

But why every King Day say the same
thing, do the same thing, asif there were
nothing more to Martin King than that
rather narrow confine in which we keep
him.

“1 think each day like this offersus an
opportunity to open up our understand-
ing of King, to hear hisvoicein afresh
way, see his broadest vision and to rec-
ognize the awesome expansiveness of
hisway. Remember, thiswas aKing,
who after he left Birmingham, within a
year and a haf or so, won the Nobel
Peace Prize, not only for what he did in
Birmingham, not only for his dream of a
new racia unity in America, but thiswas
a King who won the Nobel Peace Prize
for hisvision of aworld at peace, in
which women and men treat each other
as children of God. ThisistheKing
who we so often neglect to say wasa
follower of Jesus, the Jesus who taught
usto say, ‘Our Father.” Not our ex-
clusive Christian Father. Not our
American Father, but Our Father, in-
cluding God’s Iraqgi and Viethamese
children. Our Father.

“This was a King who recognized
that his vision of unity had to extend to
theworld. Towards the end of hislife,
he started using a metaphor that was fas-
cinating. He said that we are residents of
aworld house, and we have to live and
act asif we are al apart of the same
house, the same community, the same
family. And he wastrying to put that
into practice, because he recognized that
human unity was tied to dealing with the
problems that tear humans apart, that
human unity required dealing with the
problems of world poverty, of world
economic exploitation, of opposition to
imperialism, colonialism and war. And
keep saying that word, ‘war,” and keep
tying to Martin King a determination to
fight for aworld that goes beyond war.

“At the very end of hislife, in the last
February of hislife, he said, ‘When you
remember me, make surethat you re-
member that | tried to stand up

against war as a way of solving human
problems.” | don’t hear that very
much on King Day. We very much
need to hear that today. We cannot nar-
row him to a keeper of better racerela-
tions.

“That’s very, very important. But
listen to what he had to say in 1966, after
he had moved into one of the poorest
neighborhoods in Chicago. Listen to
what he said, (thisisaPh.D. in Philoso-
phical Theology now), ‘I chooseto
identify with the under privileged. |
choose to identify with the poor. |
choose to give my life for those who
have been left out of the sunlight of
opportunity. If it meansdying for
them, then | am going that way.’

“Now thisis King, hear him. See
how expansive this vision was, and un-
derstand, please, that each day that we
come together around his life, remember
that King, even in that solidarity with the
poor, refused to confine it to the USA,
because he was still praying, ‘ Our Fa-
ther. Andinthe midst of arising war
in Vietnam that was the responsibility
primarily of his own country, King said
that this solidarity that he had with the
poor, as aresult of hisreligious faith and
his human compassion, could not be
confined to the USA. ‘This solidarity
with the poor,” he said, ‘had to be with
mor e than the poor of America.’ He
increasingly chose to speak on behalf of
the poor of Vietnam. That was what so
much of that speech of 1967 was about.
He came and said, ‘| am speaking for the
poor of Vietnam. My country iskilling
them, but | am going to stand up and
speak on their behalf.” That isaKing
we must not forget. We are going to
need him even more in the days ahead.

“Eventualy, of course, he became the
major public voice against the war, be-
cause of the damage it was doing to the
poor in America at home and to the poor
Vietnamese under the fire of America
Ultimately, he had to stand against the
war, he said, because he loved America
and was concerned about the soul of his
own country. So, he said to us, he said
to President Johnson and he said to the
Congress, ‘A nation that continues,
year after year, to spend more money
on military defense than on programs
to serveits neediest peopleisap-
proaching spiritual death.’

Like you, he knew the dangersto the
nation represented by racism, but he
never forgot that his vision took in more
than racism.
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In the last years of hislife, please re-
member that he warned us against three
related dangers to our souls, as a country
and asindividuals. He kept tying them
together, not separating them. He said
these three things especially, we have
to remember are dangerousto our be-
ing. Oneisracism, and that was very,
very clear to him, and he kept working
against aracist way of life, but he never
stopped there in hislast years. He went
on to say that, two, is materialism—the
demand, the desire to have more things,
what we would call ‘consumerism’ to-
day. King said that it will eat away at
the entrails of our being. And then
thirdly, so difficult for usto deal with,
especially in 2003, he said that we have
to deal with the deadliness of militarism
in our society, the belief that there are
military solutions for the deep needs and
problems of the human community.

“That is a challenge you see that
thousands of people have taken up this
King weekend all over our country, al
over the world, and some of those thou-
sands right in front of our doors this
morning, reminding us of the Martin
King who said,
‘Beware of the
dangers of ra-
cism, material-
ism and milita-
rism, the ten-
dency to be-
lieve that
armed power
can handle the
| things that
need to be
- done.

“We al need to hear again and again
and again his declaration one year ex-
actly before he died, he said, ‘ Silence on
an issuelikethiswar can be betrayal.’
So, he spoke up and said, ‘Never again
will | be silent on anissue that is de-
stroying the soul of our nation and de-
stroying thousands and thousands of lit-
tle children in Vietham. The time has
come for areal prophecy, and | am will-
ing to go that road.’

“He was willing to do that, even
though the President of the United States
was on his head, even though Congress
and the New York Times and the Wash-
ington Post and all the great keepers of
the wisdom of the society said, ‘Y ou
have nothing to do with this, King. Y our
chargeiscivil rights.” In other words,
‘Stay inyour place.” And King knew
that his place as a child of the living,

loving Creator God was with all who are
suffering, in trouble and in need, so he
stayed in his place, continuing to call
upon the voices that needed to speak out
for the Vietnamese people.

“That's why these thousands this
weekend have gathered together. That's
why one of my friends had a button on
that said, ‘I love the children of Iraq and
the children of America’ | could hear
Martin King saying that very, very eas-
ily. That was hiscalling. That was why
hislast campaign is something we need
to talk about much, much more than we
do. Hislast campaign he called ‘The
Poor People' s Campaign.” Hislast
campaign wasto gather poor people of
every color and ethnicity, from all
over thiscountry, to go to Washington
with him and to face the gover nment
of the United States and to stay there
until the gover nment was willing to
listen to the word that we must turn
away from thewar against Vietham
and turn toward areal war against
poverty in America and elsewhere.
That iswhat he died in the midst of.

We don't honor him by forgetting that.
We don’t honor him by ignoring that.
We don't honor him by just continuing
to say, ‘| have adream that one day my
little children...” That’s wonderful, but
that’s not enough. King said, ‘| have got
to keep on going, | have got to keep on
standing, | have got to keep on climb-
ing.” Andif we are really to honor him,
we have to keep on going. We haveto
keep on standing. We have to keep on
climbing.

“When we remember King, we need
to remember ‘ The Poor People’ s Cam-
paign,” and let its goals stay in our mem-
ory. Then we might have some new
thoughts for today, some thoughts, for
example, about an unlimited war on ter-
rorism and unconstitutional war against
Irag. We could think some new coura-
geous thoughts.

“Now | know that just when some of
us thought we were getting the racial
dream together, here comes a challenge
to do something more. But, you see, that
was King, always being challenged to do
something more. He led that marvelous
pilgrimage from Selmato Montgomery,
through it, got Lyndon Johnson to do
what he said was impossible a few
months before, which was to get a Vot-
ing Rights Bill passed. And King was
just at the height of his power and fame
at that point in 1965, and then in Mont-

gomery, when they got there, King said,
‘Thisiswonderful. We' ve done a beau-
tiful job, but we must keep going.” And
that’ s when he tried to lay out his con-
cern for the urban poverty that was so
deep in our nation, and till is very deep,
too deep in the richest nation in the
world.” King said, ‘W€ ve got to take
thison.’

“1 am closing by asking you to open
up your understanding of King. Practice
unity, yes, but practice unity that goes
across national borders, that goes across
religious borders, that goes across eco-
nomic borders. Let unity be unity, and
not just segregated unity, left to occa-
sional black and white gatherings to-
gether. Remember King.

“Remember King's vision that could
take aPh.D. in Philosophical Theology
right to the side of garbage workers, to
stand with them, and to diein their
midst. Let the Birmingham Pledge con-
cerning respect for individuals open it-
self up to ask, do we respect the indi-
viduals who will die under our bombsin
Irag? Openit up. Let there be unity that
istruly godly unity. Let it be the unity
that took a middle-class African-
American Baptist preacher to stand with
the Buddhist peasants of Vietnam.

“Let the unity be the unity between
the young people, whom we sometimes
are afraid of, and us who need to hold
them in our arms. Let the unity be be-
tween us and the folks in prison who we
don’t even think about alot of the time.
Let the unity be unity, Birmingham.

“And when you are worried about
whether we can really get into thiskind
of thing, remember two things. One,
that Declaration of Independence was
developed by some people who had all
kinds of problems and faults, but they
were willing to take a chanceto try to
start anew world. We need to recognize
that we are probably capable of doing
much more newness than we have
probably thought. Let it start it with
you, Birmingham. Y ou started some
other wonderful things. Let this new
unity be a part of what you are doing.

“And remember the second thing is
that Rabbi Heschel wasright. The
whole future of America depends upon
the impact and influence of Dr. King. Be
strong. Don'’t giveup. Birmingham,
you've doneagreat deal. You've got
agreat deal moretodo. And you can
doit.”

N
=
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HOPE VI Project
Strong on Demolition,
But Weak on Hope for
Former Residents

Only 57 families out of the
original 740 that werelivingin
Metropolitan Gardens at the time
of that HABD received its HOPE
VI grant are slated to return to the
new development, according to
the Birmingham News (January 6,
2003), . That islessthan 8%, a
percentage well below the na-
tional average of 14%, afigure
which itself is aready far from
encouraging. Displacement of
current residents by new develop-
ment has long been asign of
guestionable housing practicesin
the viewpoint of housing advo-
cates.

Metropolitan Gardens is now
almost completely demolished,
and only afew residents remain at
the site.

Recent studies indicate that
the HOPE VI program—a project
of the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development
(HUD)—winds up moving 86%
of al current residents of a public
housing community with only
14% finally ableto return. While
some residents find better housing
elsewhere, 40% report problems
paying rent and utilities and half
reported problems paying for
food. Indeed, 60% of those who
actualy received housing vouch-
ers had trouble paying for utilities.

HOPE VI was originally de-
signed to demolish severely dis-
tressed public housing communi-
ties and to replace them with
mixed income developments. Na-
tionally, housing advocates point
to the fact that HOPE VI increas-
ingly targets public housing com-
munities sited on prime commer-
cia or investment locations and
that thereis almost always a net

loss of affordable housing units
afterward.

Metropolitan Gardens was
generally considered the best pub-
lic housing community in Bir-
mingham. It could house 910
families. Itsdemoalition and the
current HOPE V1 devel opment
plans will result in anet loss of
540 units of affordable housing
for low to moderate income fami-
lies.

HOPE VI Sudies can be found on the
website of the Urban Institute: www.
urban.org

U.S. House and Senate
slash funding to vital
programs

During the week of March
10th, the House and Senate
Budget Committees approved
their fiscal year 2004 budget reso-
lutions. Both versions contain sig-
nificant cuts to the programs that
help poor and hungry peoplein
the U.S. and around the world.

The House version callsfor a
$657 million cut in the overal in-
ternational affairs budget from
which poverty focused develop-
ment assistance programs are
funded. It is also projected to cut
$17 billion over ten yearsin the
Food Stamp and Child Nutrition
Programs.

The Senate version callsfor a
$1 billion reduction in the presi-
dent's request for the first year of
the Millennium Challenge Ac-
count, funding it at only $300 mil-
lionin FY '04.

In addition to well over $450
billion in cuts to other social pro-
grams, the current budget resolu-
tions also make room for $726 bil-
lion in tax cuts, most of which are
targeted to help the wealthiest
Americans. Neither budget resolu-
tion includes money to pay for the
war in Irag. Especially in tough

economic times, the U.S. does not
need to cut programs to those who
are most vulnerable while also
cutting taxes for those at the top of
the economic scale.

Both the House and Senate will
debate and vote on the budget
resolutions this week. After each
chamber approvesits version of
the resolution, a conference will
be held to negotiate differences
and decide afinal budget resolu-
tion as early as April 11, 2003.

Thisinformation is based on alerts
from Bread for the World and from
the Food Research Action Council
(FRAC). You can monitor develop-
ments at their websites: http://Amww.
bread.org/issues/
rise_to_the challenge/
recent_developments.html and at
http: /imww.frac.or g/html/news/
calltocongress.htm.

Advocates Refuse to
Give Up until
Landlord/Tenant Bill
Becomes Reality

Alabama still remains one of
only two states with no law to de-
fine responsibilities of landlords
and tenants—even when aten-
ant’s home is unlivable through
landlord neglect. AlabamaArise
and other groups have sought sev-
eral timesto work out a mutually
acceptable bill with the Alabama
Association of Realtors and the
Homebuilders Association, only
to have each agreement cancelled
by one of the two real estate
groups at the end of the negotia-
tions.

At the request of Representa-
tive LauraHall, thisyear the Ala-
bama Law Institute has drafted a
new version of abill entitled the
Uniform Residential Landlord/
Tenant Act (http://mww.ali.state.
al.ug/billstatus.html). Ariseis
working with the Institute, and
thereis hope that a meaningful,
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fair law can finally be enacted.

Church Leaders Call
for End to Juvenile
Death Penalty in
Alabama

On February 24, 2003, lead-
ers of severa Christian traditions
in Alabama signed a letter ad-
dressed to the Governor, the At-
torney General and the Alabama
Legidature calling for an end to
the execution of juvenilesin Ala-
bama. The signersincluded the
bishops of the Roman Catholic
Diocese, the Episcopal Diocese
of Alabama, the Christian Meth-
odist Episcopal Churchin Ala-
bama, the North Alabama Con-
ference of the United Methodist
Church, together with represen-
tatives of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America

Only two nationsin the
world execute people under age
18, and only 22 U.S. states do so.
Alabama has one of the lowest
age limitsfor executions at 16
years of age.
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(FromTax Reform, page 1)

our tax system is grossly unfair to
the poorest people in the state.
Governor Riley cited information
familiar to anyone with an aware-
ness of our tax system.

“In Alabamawe start taxing in-
come at $4600. Thisisnot just

wrong—it isimmoral. Thisforces

so many of our working poor and
elderly who are on afixed income
to bear a disproportionate burden.
Quite often, this means the most
vulnerable among us are having to
decide between buying prescrip-

tion drugs, paying the power bill or

putting food on the table. No one
can defend such a system.”

The governor has accurately
described an injustice that has
dragged on for far, far too long.
The poor and elderly are being
squeezed on two fronts with the
slashing of essential services (and
the lack of currently inadequate
ones, such as transportation) and
the disproportionate share of the
burden they bear through our
state’ s reliance on sales taxes and
our incredibly low income tax
threshold. Poor people cannot
simply cut back on expenses to
lower their salestax expenses,
since virtualy all their expenses
arefor essential items. Alabama
has never followed the lead of
other states by removing the sales
taxes from groceries.

Now our current fiscal crisis
demands new focus on our tax
system, and the question is
whether we as a state will find the
courage and commitment to look
out for the interests of all, and not
just afew nor just ourselvesindi-
vidualy.

Already, people such as Profes-
sor Susan Pace Hamill, who has
written amoral critique of our cur-
rent tax system based on Christian
ethical teaching, has been attacked

by groups such as the Christian Coa-
lition for speaking up for tax reform.
And even Governor Riley’slimited
and preliminary initiatives around
congtitutional reform have come un-
der attack.

Greater Birmingham Ministries
has maintained that tax reform would
be the ultimate test of any constitu-
tiona reform effort, and GBM has
historically been concerned that ef-
forts toward constitutional reform
might try to sidestep tax reform ef-
forts. Powerful forces, such as
ALFA, have repeatedly blocked tax
reform efforts and have acted as
guardians of the status quo.

While there are obvious barriers,
GBM maintains hope that the current
movements toward constitutional re-
form, along with the urgent need to
face the long-neglected fiscal needs
of the state, will come together to
create anew day in Alabamain
which tax fairness merges with genu-
inely democratic public processes to
produce an adequately funded and
maintained state government that
serves all Alabamians.

Numerous faith communities
have called for comprehensive tax
reform, with particular attention to
itsimpact on the poor. Alabama
Ariseis currently working in Mont-
gomery to study and propose the best
options.

Susan Pace Hamill’ swritings on Tax
Reformin Alabama can be found at
http://imww.law.ua.edu/directory/bio/
shamill.htm.

2.5 Million Americans
Work Full-Time but
Still Live in Poverty.
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News Around GBM

Louise Branscomb
Inducted Into
Alabama Women’s
Hall of Fame

The late Dr. Louise Bran-
scomb was recently inducted
into the Alabama Women's
Hall of Fame at a ceremony
at Judson Collegein Marion,
AL. Dr. Branscomb was an
untiring advocate for human
beings, their well-being and
their rights. She was one of
the first women to become a
licensed physician in the
state of Alabama, and she
served in numerous capaci-
tiesin the community. She
was a long-time board mem-
ber of Greater Birmingham
Ministries, and the confer-
ence room at GBM is named
in her honor. A seat on the
Housing Authority Board is
also named in honor of her
long-time commitment to
low-income residents. The
plaguein the new display in
the Hall of Fame reads asfol-
lows:

LOUISE H. BRANSCOMB
1901-1999
PIONEER FEMALE PHYSICIAN
DEDICATED TO BRINGING
BETTER HEALTH TO INDIVIDU-
ALS AND SOCIETY. METHODIST
CHURCH AND CIVIC LEADER.
WWIl  MAJOR IN THE US. PUB-
LIC HEALTH SERVICE. INTERNA-
TIONALLY KNOWN ACTIVIST
FOR RACIAL, SOCIAL AND ECO-
NOMIC JUSTICE AND WOMEN’'S
RIGHTS. PHILANTHROPIST.

GBM
Direct Services
Report
January- January-
March 15 | December
2003 2002
Totd
Number of
Families 565 3,509
Assisted
Total
Number of
People 1,350 8,976
Assisted
Total
Children 536 4,306
Number of
Food Bags 1,313 6,935
Distributed
Value of
Food Given $55,146 $227,297
Number of
Families
Receiving 193 1,096
Clothing
Quialified
Financial
Requests $42,265 $236,370
Received
Financial
Assistance $19,099 $123,671
Given
Tota Funds
and Value of
Goods $77,790 $409,543
Given

May her spirit always be
moving forward with us—
prodding us, as she aways
did, when necessary.

Visit GBM on the web at
www.gbm.org

2003 Marks Anniversa-
ries for Two GBM Staff
Members

Scott Douglas marked 10 years as
GBM'’s Executive Director in Feb-
ruary, 2003, and GBM will soon
celebrate the 20th anniversary of the
arrival of Sarah Price as Lead Staff
for Direct Services. “GBM isenor-
mously indebted to Scott and Sarah
for al their work and dedication to
GBM and to the people of this com-
munity,” said Carolyn Crawford, a
board member who has been with
GBM from its earliest days. “They
are simply remarkable people, and
GBM ishonored to be so closely
associated with them. We congratu-
late them and look forward to many
more years of working with them.”

Fannie Lou Hamer Pro-
ject Receives 501(c)3
Status

Congratul ations to the board and
staff of the Fannie Lou Hamer Pro-
ject on receiving its 501(c)3 non-
profit status from the Internal Reve-
nue Service. GBM had sponsored
the project while an independent
board and organization was set up.

The Fannie Lou Hamer Project is
named for the dedicated Civil
Rights Activist in Mississippi who
became a national figurein the
founding of the Mississippi Free-
dom Demoacratic Party in 1968.
FLHP advocates for an authentically
democratic campaign finance sys-
tem that ensures political power and
voice to everyone.

The Fannie Lou Hamer Project
can be found on the web at www.
flhp.org.
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Campaign to Establish a
National Housing Trust Fund

The National Housing Trust
Fund Campaign isworking
to establish a National

= Housing Trust Fund to
Hﬂ“ﬂ!lal build and preserve 1.5 mil-
ousing lion units of rental housing

Trust Fund

for the lowest income fami-
lies over the next 10 years.

Why do we need a National Housing
Trust Fund?

» Thereisareal need for afederal commitment to
housing. In the absence of place to call home,
it isfoolhardy to expect people to succeed as
citizens. Yetinnojurisdiction in the country
can afull-time minimum wage worker afford
the fair market rent. We propose funding to
build housing so those workers can afford safe,
adequate, affordable housing.

» Lack of housing is stalling economic develop-
ment. Businesses simply will not locatein
communities where their workers cannot live.
And, equally important in these times of eco-
nomic uncertainty, housing productionis a
proven economic stimulus. Over time, afederal
investment of $5 billion can be expected to lev-
erage funds resulting in 1.8 million new jobs
and $50 billion in wages.

» Trust fundsarea proven way to build
needed housing. Morethan 170 state and local
housing trust funds have produced hundreds of
thousands of units across the country.

» 75% of thefunding devoted to extremely low
income families. The Trust Fund will fund
housing for the people that need it most—
people working at minimum wage, living on so-
cial security income, and other low income
families.

» Thehousing will remain affordable for the
long haul. Units constructed or rehabilitated
with Trust Fund dollars will remain affordable
for at least 50 years.

» Thefunding will go 60% to local govern-
ments and 40% to states, allowing them to use
aready existing mechanismsto distribute the
funding in away that best benefits their area.

» 25% of thefundingisfor homeowner ship to

allow lower-income Americans the chance to own
their own homes, while 75% is for rental unitsto
house those who cannot afford to buy.

» No morethan 50% of the unitscan befor ex-
tremely low-income householdsin a given devel-
opment to assure that we are not segregating poor
families.

» Developing housing the right way, by encouraging
placement near jobs, transportation, and services,
and giving preference to projects that incorporate
energy efficiency or in communities with inclusion-
ary zoning laws.

How can we help get a National Housing
Trust Fund?

With hard work and commitment, together we can
make real progressin solving the housing crisis. Or-
ganizations can get involved in the National Housing
Trust Fund Campaign in a number of ways:

» Endorse the Campaign and encourage others to en-
dorse

» Contact your legidators about the need for aNa-
tional Housing Trust Fund—calls, faxes and visits are all
very effective.

For moreinformation, visit www.nhtf.org or call 202-
662-1530 x223.

Still Wondering Why Poverty
Can Be So Tough to Escape?
In order to be economically self-
sufficient in Birmingham,

a single adult with no children
needs to earn $8.09 per hour to be
able to meet his/her basic needs.

asingle parent with one child
must earn $12.91 per hour.

asingle parent with two children
must earn $15.20 per hour.

two adults with two children must
each earn $9.69 per hour.

Source: The Self-Sufficiency Standard for Alabama, Febru-
ary, 2003. A Study Prepared for the Arise Citizens' Policy
Project. (www. arisecitizens.org)
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Alabama Arise is a state-wide coalition of 140 faith
and community organizations in Alabama seeking
justice for low-income people at the Alabama Leg-
islature. Thisyear Arise has chosen the following
priorities:

AIabamaArisePrioritiesfor 2003

Budget Priorities: Arise seeksthefirst increase
in state child care funds since 1988, full funding
for the Children's Health Insurance Program,
and adequate funding for Medicaid.

Constitutional Reform: The 1901 Constitu-

Tax Reform: In Alabama, the lowest-paid fifth
of families pay 10.3% of their incomesin state
and local taxes; the top 1% pay 3.7%.

Housing: Alabamais one of two states with no
law to define responsibilities of landlords and
tenants—even when tenants' homes are unliv-
able.

Moratorium on Executions: Alabama should

stop killing people on death row for three years
while it reviews the fairness of the capital pun-

ishment system.

Unfair Lending Practices. Arise opposes |eg-
islation to legalize payday loans with an Annual
Percentage Rate of 429%.

Public Transportation: It ispast timeto re-
move Alabama's constitutional prohibition
against spending gas taxes on public transporta-
tion.

tion was designed by the powerful to deny most
citizens access to what isrightfully theirs: a
government accountable to its people. Until we
get anew constitution, all our advocacy efforts
are at a disadvantage.

Voting Rightsfor Ex-Felons: Alabama should
automatically restore the voting rights of ex-
felons who have paid their debt to society.

Alter native Documentation for Driver'sLi-
censes. Alabama should allow citizens of other
countries who do not have a Social Security
number to use other forms of identification,
such as consular identification or passport num-
bers, to obtain adriver'slicense.

Alabama Arise can be found on the web at alarise.
org. Arise Citizens' Policy Project has just pub-
lished a revealing new study on self-sufficiency in
Alabama, found at www.arisecitizens.org. (See
page 7 for Birmingham data.)
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Greater Birmingham Ministriesis a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Contributions are tax-deductible and are deeply
appreciated. Donations of funds, food and clothing are essential to GBM’swork. Thank you for your continued support.



